
Mandarin at Tyndale 
Community School



Tyndale Community School has been teaching Mandarin for over five years. Although we began our journey of teaching Mandarin two years 
prior to this through the British Council’s Chinese Language Assistant Programme, our ambition, vision and strategy became defined and 
brought into fruition through being part of the Swire Chinese Language Foundation. We have received funding which has supported us to 
the point of being self-sufficient in our Chinese Language Teaching. As a result, we have become a beacon primary school in the UK due to 
the level of proficiency that our students learn. 

So why Mandarin? 
1) We are preparing children for the 21st Century. In 2018, a survey of senior business leaders revealed that they felt 

Mandarin-speaking school-leavers will have an advantage over their peers in the job market. Mandarin is the second most spoken 
language in the world and has the second biggest economy in the world. It is therefore very important that more children leave 
school able to communicate in Mandarin. 

2) Through the Swire Chinese Language Foundation, there is an increase of secondary schools who are now teaching Mandarin in 
Oxford. This means that we are giving our students an advantage over their peers of being secure in their language learning. 

3) As global citizens, our children are able to immerse themselves in a very different culture and recognise the similarities and 
differences. They appreciate Chinese culture and festivals which result in students being able to connect with Mandarin speakers on 
a deeper level. 

Subject Intent



Why teach Mandarin from EYFS?
All children at Tyndale Community School have the opportunity for language learning, although these sessions might be through continuous 
provision or exposure to Mandarin through songs and games. Research shows that exposure to languages prior to the age of seven will help with 
language learning later on in life. Therefore, we have made the decision to teach Mandarin from when children arrive at the school. 

How is the curriculum sequenced? 
The school follows a sequenced curriculum which is in-line with the national curriculum. There are different themes covered each term with a very 
clear progression of knowledge and skills which includes revising prior learning. The school has created its own assessment framework to ensure 
there are clear milestones to ensure progress until the end points of Key Stage 2. 

Subject Intent



Subject Implementation

The school has invested in a specialist native-speaking Mandarin teacher, Miss Lei Cao. 

All mandarin lessons involve: 
- Revision of previous learning, often through flashcards and games at the beginning of the lesson. 
- Rehearsal of new language, both as a class, in groups and individually.
- Role play through dialogue with peers and presenting in front of the class
- Critique and Feedback throughout from the teacher and peers to ensure correct pronunciation
- As children get older, some writing within their Mandarin books, although this is minimal to begin with. 



Subject Overview

Click here for full overview

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vGiDI5soe1rm0YrfKygygZelM6QFTTWAm5WsL6aOWeo/edit?usp=sharing


Subject Assessment Framework

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ux38n06uqfVAfJkdPTXKp-OZ-240a79FeWD2t1GbWZA/edit?gid=1288575366#gid=1288575366


How we measure progress

1. The teacher uses Assessment for Learning strategies to improve children’s Chinese Language Skills 
during the lessons.

2. The teacher uses the Assessment Framework to make summative assessments at the end of the 
year regarding whether children are on track. 

3. In Year Six, for children who take part in additional extra-curricular Chinese lessons and for those who 
are secure in their Mandarin (for End of KS2), are entered into the Youth Chinese Test. 



Visits and experiences

Year Six students, in 
partnership with the 
Oxford Swire Centre, 
went to a Language 
Workshop at St John’s 
college Oxford. 



Every year, the school celebrates the Chinese New Year, 
or Lunar New Year. Children learn about the sign of the 
year, take part in cultural activities whilst further 
developing their Mandarin skills. 


